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piped water
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Daily Confirmed Cases on the Navajo Nation

www.ndoh.navajo-nsn.gov/COVID-19/Data
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Transitional Water Point
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“to identify, acquire, prioritize, and 
use available resources to increase 
access to quality water for tribal 
homes. The WACG is using available 
data to identify and design 
interventions to guide the mission.”

Navajo Nation COVID-19 Water Access 
Coordination Group (WACG)

Mission



• Population: Over 
173,000 (Census 
2010) throughout 
110 Navajo 
communities



Rural
Living

Blue Gap, AZ

Assets: good grazing 
land, red dog gravel.

Issues: bad roads, 
unremediated 
uranium mines, lack 
of employment

Navajo Times April 17, 2014



Uranium Mines

• From 1944 to 1986, nearly 
30 million tons of uranium 
ore were extracted from 
Navajo lands 

• EPA has mapped 521 
abandoned uranium mines 
located within the 
boundaries of the Navajo 
Nation.

• The Navajo Nation banned 
U mining in 2005.



Brackish Groundwater

Note: Secondary
drinking water 
standard is for water
to have less than 
500 mg/L of total 
dissolved solids.

Navajo Nation

USGS





Water Management 
Branch Goals
To protect and manage the water 
resources of the Navajo 
Nation through development, 
reviewing and enforcement of sound 
water management, regulation, and 
planning policies. Support of the 
Navajo Nation Water Code, the 
monitoring and inventory of all water 
resources data, and technical support 
to the Navajo Nation on water rights 
litigation and negotiations.



Lani Tsinnajinnie
Assistant Professor
School of Architecture and Planning

Groundwater, Surface-Water, 
and Water-Chemistry Data, 
Black Mesa Area, 
Northeastern Arizona

USGS 2021

Tsinnajinnie





A component of the San Juan River Basin of New 
Mexico Water Rights Settlement



Navajo-Gallup Water Supply Project

Navajo (NM) 
22,650 af

Jicarilla
1,200 af

Gallup
(from Jicarilla 

or Navajo)
7,500 af

Total 
37,760 af

Navajo (AZ)
6,410 Acre-

feet (af)

USBR Tribal Water Study 2018



Navajo Nation Lands in Utah



Quantification of Navajo Nation Water Rights in Utah

 Right to DEPLETE 81,500 AFY of surface & ground water
 Right to DIVERT & STORE 435 CFS, potentially as much as 

314,851 AFY
 Ability to MARKET WATER RIGHTS to the same extent as other 

Utah water rights holders
 Existing Navajo Uses surveyed and protected
 Navajo Nation Claims to Reserved Water Rights held in trust by the 

United States – not subject to loss through forfeiture, abandonment 
or non-use



• Reviewing and updating projects in 
the White Paper

• Scheduling and conducting Navajo 
Utah Water Rights Settlement 
Technical Group Meetings

• Compiling Hydrographic Survey 
Report information

• Participating in Navajo Utah Water 
Rights Settlement Implementation 
Meetings



Ahéhee’
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