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SUPREME COURT OF ARIZONA 
 
CHERYL SAM and CARLEEN SAM, 
individually and on behalf of 
themselves and their respective 
bankruptcy estates, Lawrence 
Warfield, trustee. 
 

Plaintiff/Appellant, 
 

v. 
 
THE LEDBETTER LAW FIRM, 
P.L.C. an Arizona professional limited 
liability company; STATE FARM 
FIRE AND CASUALTY COMPANY, 
an Illinois corporation, 
 

Defendants/Appellees. 
 

No. CV-19-0330-PR 
 

Arizona Court of Appeals 
No. 1 CA-CV 18-0636 

 
Yavapai County Superior Court 

No. V1300 CV2018-80096 
 

 
MOTION TO ACCEPT AMICUS BRIEF OF THE NAVAJO NATION AND 

NAVAJO NATION BAR ASSOCIATION 

 
The Navajo Nation (“Nation”), and the Navajo Nation Bar Association, 

having read the Petition for Review, file this motion for the Supreme Court to accept 

their amicus brief in support of the Petition1. The Nation is a sovereign, federally-

recognized tribe. The Navajo Nation Bar Association is an organization that licenses 

                                                           
1 Counsel for Amicus Curiae contacted counsel for Petitioner and Respondent to seek 
their consent to the brief, as consistent with ARCAP 16(B)(1)(A).  Petitioner’s 
counsel consented.  Respondent’s counsel did not consent, but noted he did not 
object.  As there was not affirmative consent by both parties, Amicus Curiae files 
this motion under ARCAP 16(b)(1)(C). 
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and regulates attorneys who practice law within the Nation.  The Nation and the Bar 

Association have an interest in this case because it implicates the integrity of the 

Nation’s sovereignty and jurisdiction over the practice of law within its territory. In 

compliance with Rule 16(b)(2) of the Arizona Rules of Civil Appellate Procedure 

(“ARCAP”), the brief is lodged with this motion. 

One may file an amicus brief by leave of the Court. ARCAP 16(b). The Court 

may allow an amicus brief if: 

(i) A party has incompetent representation or no representation at all; 
(ii) Amicus curiae has an interest in another case that the decision in the 
present case may affect; or 
(iii) Amicus curiae can provide information, perspective, or argument 
that can help the appellate court beyond the help that the parties' 
lawyers provide. 
 

ARCAP 16(B)(C)(i)-(iii). 

The Court can accept the amicus brief because it supplements what the parties 

have provided with unique information, perspective, and arguments that can help the 

Supreme Court decide this case. ARCAP 16(B)(C)(iii). 

The brief focuses on one issue in this case—whether the Nation’s courts have 

exclusive jurisdiction over a non-Indian’s malpractice claim against a non-Indian 

attorney licensed by the Navajo Nation Bar Association, where the claim arose from 

a case brought under the Nation’s laws. The brief argues that this is an issue of 

infringement on tribal jurisdiction, per Williams v. Lee, 358 U.S. 217 (1959). The 

Court of Appeals viewed infringement as an issue as well, but erred in finding that 
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state jurisdiction over the malpractice claim here would not infringe upon the 

Nation’s self-governance. As more fully discussed in the brief, state court 

jurisdiction in this case infringes upon the Nation’s ability to self-govern, as the 

Nation exclusively regulates attorney practice within its territory and the malpractice 

claims in this case arose within that territory. Exercise of state court jurisdiction over 

the malpractice claim would subvert the Nation’s prerogative to exclusively regulate 

attorney practice within the Nation’s jurisdiction. The Nation thus makes unique 

arguments to justify Supreme Court review. 

The Nation’s brief further provides information and perspective as to how it 

and the Navajo Nation Bar Association regulate attorney practice on the Nation. This 

information helps resolve the infringement issue in this case, as the brief illustrates 

how the Nation regulates attorney practice within its jurisdiction, that this regulation 

is exclusive, and that the malpractice claim in this case falls completely within the 

Nation’s regulation of attorney practice and is thus subject to its exclusive 

jurisdiction. 

For the foregoing reasons, the Nation and the Navajo Nation Bar Association 

move the Supreme Court to accept their amicus brief in support of Petition for 

Review. 

/s/ Kimberly A. Dutcher   
Doreen N. McPaul 
Kimberly A. Dutcher (ASB #021466) 
Attorneys for the Amicus Curiae 
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